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Second. You will keep a list of the names of travelers from Vera Cruz 
to Tampico, which list will be furnished daily by United States Consul 
Magill, of Tampico, at the request of United States Vice-Consul-General 
Carrol, of Monterey. 

Third. You will issue certificates to passengers going to the United 
States when you are absolutely certain that they have not been in a 
locality where yellow fever exists. When in doubt, disinfect their 
baggage and arrange their detention so that, if they so desire, they may 
travel in noninfectible territory, calling on consuls of the United States 
for certificates to establish their presence in said noninfectible territory. 

Fourth. If a case of yellow fever come to Monterey wire the Super- 
vising Surgeon-General, United States Marine-Hospital Service, the 
Mexican-Texas frontier inspectors, and myself. I will then endeavor 
to have the general managers of the Mexican International and Mexi- 
can National lines forbid their trains stopping at Monterey, and when- 
ever they refuse, you will wire the facts to the border inspectors and 
there will be a general detention. 

Fifth. If the United States consul at Tampico reports a case of yellow 
fever wire as before and refuse certification to passengers from Tampico, 
unless they submit to disinfection of baggage. 

Sixth. Send me a report once a week giving number of passengers 
inspected, number of passengers passed with favorable status, number 
of passengers detained, with baggage disinfected, and number of pas- 
sengers who have been refused certificates. 

Seventh. In disinfecting baggage remove half the contents of the con- 
tainer and loosely arrange the remainder. Saturate a cloth with 50 c.c. 
of 40 per cent formalin for every 12 cubic feet of trunk space. Close 
the container lid and close keyhole and crevices with wet paper, then 
expose in hot sun for one and one-half hours. Follow this by saturat- 
ing the same cloth with 50 c.c. of water of ammonia. Disinfect the 
remainder of the baggage in the same manner. 

Eespectfully, yours, L. E. Cofer, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 

Report from, Vera Cruz. 

Vera Cruz, Mexico, July 6, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of the health 
conditions of this place : 

For the week ended July 6 there were 56 new cases and 24 deaths 
from yellow fever, 5 deaths from pernicious and 5 from remittent 
fever. This is a considerable improvement over the several preceding 
weeks, but to-day's record of 12 new cases indicates that the improve- 
ment is only spasmodic. One case was brought ashore from the dredge 
that is at work in the harbor ; with that exception, there have been no 
other cases in the shipping since my last report. The Spanish bark 
Dolores Ramon (previously reported) has had no more sickness aboard 
since she was fumigated and disinfected. There are few vessels here 
now, and they use every precaution to prevent contamination. Cor- 
doba, I am informed, is now free from the fever. 

Dr. Del Eio, a fever expert, and member of the quarantine board of 
this port, has been sent to Tehuantepec to ascertain the nature of the 
fever at that place. In the future I will write, and wire when neces- 
sary, any serviceable information to the representative of the Marine- 
Hospital Service in the City of Mexico, instead of at the border, for 
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since the recent arrangements have been perfected, that is the key to 
the situation, as far as the Vera Cruz district is concerned. 

Eespectfully, yours, Sam'l. H. Hodgson, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 
The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Inspection service in Mexico. 

San Luis Potosi, July 12, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that as announced to you in my 
telegram of July 10, 1899, I left the City of Mexico at 9 a. m. on July 
11, 1899, and arrived in the city of San Luis Potosi at 6 a. m. of July 
12, 1899. Bearing in mind your instructions in Bureau letter (J. W. B.) 
of June .16, 1899, I made as careful inspection as was possible in a 
Mexican town where everyone is either reticent or ignorant as to gen- 
eral conditions. 

San Luis Patosi has a population of about 75,000 people, and is the 
principal distributing point for a large area of Northern Mexico. 
Although it is situated in a valley, its altitude is 6,118 feet above sea 
level. The air is delightfully cool, the average temperature for the 
summer months being about 62° F. The prevailing diseases are pneu- 
monia, smallpox, and typhus fever, and these are always present. I 
have asked United • States Consular Agent Farwell to obtain health 
statistics from the governor of the federal district, which I will forward 
to the Bureau as soon as received. The houses are built for the most 
part of sandstone, and, as is the rule in Mexico, around open courtyards 
or "patios." In the patio there is usually a well, and in not a few 
instances a cesspool close by. The surface and wash water runs to the 
center of the patio, and thence to a waste pipe which runs under the 
house and sidewalk to the street. The streets are very narrow, the 
average width being about 12 meters. They are paved with stone or 
brick, and made to slope to a central gutter, under which a stone sewer 
is said to lie just below the surface. The sewers are never flushed 
except when it rains, therefore a protracted drought causes an accumu- 
lation of sewage, which in turn causes an increase in the number of 
cases of typhus fever. 

San Luis Potosi lies directly west of Tampico, and at an actual dis- 
tance of 444 kilometers, and a railroad time distance of fourteen and a 
half hours from it. The Mexican National and the Mexican Central 
lines intersect at this point, the first running to Laredo via Monterey, 
and the second running to Eagle Pass and El Paso through Torreon. 
The Mexican Central Railroad runs a daily train from Tampico, which 
arrives at San Luis Potosi at 10.30 p. m. All passengers bound for the 
United States are compelled to wait until 7 o'clock of the following 
morning if they go via Eagle Pass or El Paso, or until 11.45 of the 
following day if they go via Laredo. Judging from the number of 
applications for health certificates received daily by United States 
Consular Agent Farwell, the average number of passengers via San 
Luis Potosi will be about 10. 

I am informed that during the prevalence of yellow fever at Tampico 
last year the majority of the refugees selected San Luis Potosi as their 
asylum. It is certain that they will make the same selection this year 
should yellow fever appear in Tampico, and there is little doubt that a 
large number of these refugees will attempt to enter the United States. 
At the present time, although I do not believe that a single case of 



